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Hassan, All's son, who succeeded him, abdicated in favour of Mouawiyah, who was the first to establish an hereditary dynasty in Islam.
His descendants, known as the Benee Omayah, reigned in the East till they were overthrown by the Benee Abbas, descended from the uncle of Mohammed, in A.H. 132.
The Benee Omayah, however, continued to rule in Andalusia till the Arab was replaced by the Moorish Empire three centuries later.
Mouawiyah was succeeded by his son Yazeed, who is accused of having instigated the murders of Hassan and Hussein, the grandsons of the Prophet. The former was poisoned, and the latter slain in battle, together with most of his family, near Cufa in Mesopotamia. Their deaths may be considered as marking the end of the first great epoch in the history of Islam: the period in which the rulers and generals were men who had known Mohammed personally, and had shared the privations and struggles of the early part of his prophetic career.
What marvellous changes they had witnessed with their own eyes may be realized when we recall that at the battle of Badr, one of the most decisive in the world's history, the Moslem host numbered but three hundred and fourteen warriors. About forty years later Ali and Mouawiyah, in skirmishing on the banks of the Euphrates, preliminary to a serious engagement, lost between them seventy thousand men.
The most surprising transformations conceived by the author of the " Arabian Nights " do not surpass in wonder what these men actually experienced. The handful of camel herdsmen and petty traders who in their youth took part in the faction fighting round Mecca and Medina, found themselves in their middle age commanding armies or governing vast provinces. Mouawiyah, who, at the time of Mohammed's death, was old enough to appreciate him, came to rule, ere his own decease, over an empire greater than that of Home, and to dispose of riches almost beyond computation.
We may now turn from the history to the tenets of Mohammed's religion, and endeavour to understand wherein lay the force that produced these astonishing